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CIRRO-CUMULUS.

The next great class of compounds is cirro-cumulus.
By this we mean a broken layer of cloud, at a high or
middle level, of which the component masses are not
fibrous like cirro-stratus, but more or less rounded or rolled,
though without any of the rocky look of pure cumulus*

For this reason the terai cirro-cumulus is to a
certain extent unfortunate; but we are almost obliged
to use the word, so as not to introduce new expressions,
and, so long as it is conventionally recognized what kind
of cloucl is meant by cirro-cumulus, it does not so much
matter if the word is not quite logical. The misfortune
of the word " cirro-cumulus " is that, even excluding the
small high cumulus that sometimes grows out of hairy
cirrus, and which we have described as linear, or high,
cumulus, there are still two rather distinct forms, to
either of which the definition we have given of cirro-
cumulus applies.

The first kind, and far the commoner all over the
world, is composed of rolled masses of cloud, with a fleecy
appearance, that are universally known in different
languages as "wool-pack," "sheep," "lambs," or by
similar terms. This is the cirro-cumulus of Fitzroy,
Weilbach, Hildebrandson, and of Howard. The clouds
called nules hiemales by Weilbach, are a variety of this
type that is formed with great persistency over Scandinavia
and Northern Europe during the cold season. The thin
layer of cloud is then at a moderate altitude, and tends
to arrange itself in long parallel bauds of quickly moving,
fleecj masses.                                 %